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1 “Remarks by Vice President Pence at the Frederic V. Malek Memorial Lecture”
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The American people want better for the people of China. But in pursuit of that end, we must take
China as it is, not as we imagine or hope it might be someday.

And people sometimes ask whether the Trump administration seeks to “de-couple” from China.
The answer is a resounding “no.” The United States seeks engagement with China and China’s
engagement with the wider world, but engagement in a manner consistent with fairness, mutual respect,
and the international rules of commerce.
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And we’ve stood by Taiwan in defense of her hard-won freedoms. Under this administration, we’ve
authorized additional military sales and recognized Taiwan’s place as one of the world’s great trading
economies and beacons of Chinese culture and democracy.

And as millions have taken to the streets in peaceful protest, we’ve spoken out on behalf of the people
of Hong Kong. And President Trump has made it clear from early on that there must be a peaceful
resolution that respects the rights of the people of Hong Kong, as outlined in the 1984 Sino-British Joint
Declaration.
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And far too many American multinational corporations have kowtowed to the lure of China’s money and
markets by muzzling not only criticism of the Chinese Communist Party, but even affirmative expressions
of American values.

Nike promotes itself as a so called “social justice champion,” but when it comes to Hong Kong, it
prefers checking its social conscience at the door.  Nike stores in China actually removed their Houston
Rockets merchandise from their shelves to join the Chinese government in protest against the Rockets
general manager’s seven-word tweet, which read: “Fight for Freedom. Stand with Hong Kong.”
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President Xi himself, I’m told, said in a once-secret speech shortly after his rise as Party General
Secretary that China must “conscientiously prepare for all aspects of long-term cooperation and struggle
between the two social systems.” He also told his colleagues at that time not to underestimate the
resilience of the West. And there was wisdom in those words.
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