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I'll start with America's fiscal situation and how it relates to defense. It is no secret that the United
States faces a serious fiscal predicament that could turn into a crisis--of credit, of confidence, of our
position in the world--if not addressed soon.
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For starters, | have long believed--and | still do--that the defense budget, however large it may be,
is not the cause of this country's fiscal woes. However, as matter of simple arithmetic and political
reality, the Department of Defense must be at least part of the solution.
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However, we need to be honest with the president, with the congress, with the American people,
indeed with ourselves, about what those consequences are:  That a smaller military, no matter how
superb, will be able to go fewer places and be able to do fewer things.
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